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CLAIMS 

1 . An apparatus that communicates with a 
communication systenA wherein the communication 
system processes a communication signal by 
performing any of a plurality of operations on the 
communication signal, tne apparatus comprising: 

a processor that receives information regarding 
the availability of a geographical location of a 
primary communication device, wherein the 
information indicates whether the geographical 
location is available, and further wherein, if the 
information indicates that the geographical location 
is available, then the processor identifies one or 
more of the operations to be performed on the 
communication signal based on Vhe geographical 
location of the primary communication device, and if 
the information indicates that tthe geographical 
location is not available, then the processor 
identifies one or more of the operations to be 
performed on the communication signal based on the 
information that the geographical \ocation is not 
available . 



2. The apparatus defined in c^aim 1, wherein 
25 the processor informs the communicatibn system of 
the one or more identified operations 
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3. The apparatus defined in claim 1, wherein 
the processor is adapted to process the 
communication signal by\ performing any of the 
plurality of operations \on the communication signal 
and further wherein the processor performs the one 
or more identified operations. 

4. The apparatus defined in claim 1, wherein 
at least one of the operations comprises forwarding 
the communication signal to\ a target communication 
device . \ 

5. The apparatus defiAed in claim 4, wherein 
the target communication devifce is selected from the 
group consisting of a telephone, a voicemail 
program, a paging device, and W personal digital 
assistant . 1 

6. The apparatus defined! in claim 1, wherein 
at least one of the operations comprises forwarding 
the communication signal to one taf a plurality of 
candidate communication devices . 1 

7. The apparatus of claim 16, further 
comprising a memory coupled to the processor, 
wherein the processor identifies 4>ne of the 
plurality of candidate communication devices as a 
target communication device to which the call shall 
be forwarded further based on information stored in 
the memory. 1 
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8. The apparatus \defined in claim 7, wherein 
the information stored in the memory comprises a 
database, wherein the database comprises a list of 
5 the candidate communication devices and a list of 
one or more geographical regions, wherein each of 
the geographical regions is\ associated with one of 
the candidate communication Idevices, and further 
wherein the processor compares the geographical 
10 location of the primary communication device to the 
list of geographical regions Ito determine in which 
of the geographical regions the primary 
communication device is located, and further wherein 
the processor identifies the candidate communication 
15 device associated with the geographical region 

within which the primary communication device is 
located as the target communication device to which 
the communication signal is to hie forwarded. 

20 9. The apparatus defined In claim 7, wherein 

the information stored in the memory comprises a set 
of conditions that are associated! with one of the 
candidate communication devices arid wherein the 
processor tests each of the conditions such that if 

25 all of the conditions are satisfied, then the 

processor identifies the candidate Icommunication 
device associated with the set of conditions as the 
target communication device to which the 
communication signal is to be forwarded. 
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10. The apparatus defined in claim l, wherein 
the one or more operation^ to be performed on the 
communication signal further depends on a time at 
which the communication signal is processed by the 

5 communication system. \ 

11. The apparatus defined in claim 1, wherein 
the one or more operations to be performed on the 
communication signal further depends on a rate of 

10 speed at which the primary communication device is 

traveling when the communication signal is processed 
by the communication system. \ 

12. The apparatus defined in ctLaim 1, wherein 
15 the communication signal includes aA identification 

code that identifies a source from which the 
■communication signal originated and further wherein 
the one or more operations to be performed on the 
communication signal further depends An the 
20 identification code. \ 

13. The apparatus defined in clairh 1, wherein 
the processor is disposed in a communication device. 
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14. The apparatus Idefined in claim 13, wherein 
a location determining apparatus that determines the 
location of the primary communication device is 
disposed in the communicanion device. 
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15. The apparatus deftLned in claim 13, wherein 
the communication system comprises a switching 
center and wherein a locatidn determining apparatus 
that determines the location! of the primary 
communication device is disposed in a mobile 
geographical location center \that is coupled to the 
switching center and wherein the location 
determining apparatus informs \the communication 
system of the geographical location of the primary 
communication device and wherein the switching 
center communicates the geographical location of the 
primary communication device tol the processor 
disposed in the communication device. 



20 16- The apparatus defined Yn claim 1, wherein 

the communication system comprises a switching 
center and wherein the processor lis disposed in a 
location call filtering center that is coupled to 
the switching center. 

25 

17. The apparatus defined inj claim 16, wherein 
a location determining apparatus that determines the 
location of the primary communication device is 
disposed in the primary communication device, and 
30 wherein the location determining apparatus informs 
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the communication system! of the geographical 
location of the primary aommunication device and 
further wherein the communication system informs the 
processor of the geographical location of the 
5 primary communication devioe. 

18. The apparatus defiVied in claim 1, wherein 
the communication system is a circuit mode 
communication system. \ 

10 \ 

19. The apparatus definejd in claim 1, wherein 
the communication system is a jacket -switched mode 
communication system and wherein the communication 
signal is packet -switched communication signal. 

15 \ 

20. The apparatus defined in claim 1, wherein 
the communication signal is seleated from the group 
consisting of a video signal, a vfoice signal, and a 
binary data signal. \ 

20 \ 

21. The apparatus of claim l A wherein the 
communication system comprises a telephone 
communication system and wherein the communication 
signal comprises a telephone call. \ 

25 \ 

22. The apparatus defined in clkim 1, wherein 
the primary communication device is selected from 
the group consisting of a telephone, d paging 
device, and a personal digital assistant. 
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23. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the 
processor comprises a fVrst processor, and wherein 
the apparatus further comprises a communication 
network coupled to the fiVst processor and further 
coupled to a plurality of second processors, wherein 
at least one of the second processors may be used to 
enter the information into the memory and further 
wherein at least one of the second processors may be 
used to edit the information snored in the memory. 
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24 . An apparatus that communicates with a 
telephone communication system for processing a 
telephone call, wherein the processing performed by 
the telephone communication system comprises 
forwardilng the telephone call, the apparatus 
comprising : 

a processor that receives information 
comprising! a geographical location at which a 
primary communication device is located and that 
identifies a\target communication device to which 
the call shal\ be forwarded based on the 
geographical Ideation of the primary communication 
device . 



25. The apparatus \of claim 24, further 
comprising : 

a memory coupled to tMie processor wherein data 
is stored, and wherein the Vlata comprises a list of 
one or more candidate communication devices, and 
wherein the data further comprises a list of one or 
more geographical regions ,/whWf\ein each of the 
geographical regions is ^k^pd[at^d with one of the 
candidate communication devlcebsi hnd 

wherein the processor conop^re^ the geographical 
location of the primary communication device to the 
one or more geographical regions in tthe memory to 
determine in which of the one or more Vjeographical 
regions the primary communication devic?e is located, 
and further wherein the processor identifies the 
candidate communication device associated\with the 
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geographical region witnin which the primary 
communication device isllocated as the target 
communication device to Vhich the call shall be 
forwarded. 
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26. The apparatus de^in^ 
the processor comprAs^ a f? 
wherein the apparatus fui 
communication network coi 
processor, wherein the commi 



aim 25, wherein 
t processor, and 
comprises a 
he first 
tion network is 



25 



further coupled to a plurality! of second processors, 
and at least one of the secondlprocessors may be 
used to enter the data into thd[ memory and to edit 
the data stored in the memory. 

27. The apparatus as definfed in claim 26, 
wherein the communication network comprises the 
Internet and wherein the plurality of second 
processors are capable of communicating with the 
first processor via the Internet. 

28. The apparatus as defined lin claim 27, 
wherein the first processor is adapted to operate as 
an Internet server that supports an llnternet web 
page. 
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29. The apparatus as defined ir} claim 28, 
wherein the Internet web page compris|es a set of 
data fields into which the data may bfe entered. 
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30. The apparatus as defined in claim 29, 
wherein the Internet welp page comprises a 
geographical map, and wherein the portions of the 
geographical map may be highlighted to define the 
boundaries of one or more of the geographical 
regions for subsequent storage in the memory. 

31. The apparatus as defined in claim 26, 
wherein the at least one of tie second processors 
that may be used to enter the idata into the memory 
and to edit the data stored in \the memory is 
disposed in a communication device. 

32. The apparatus defined in claim 25, wherein 
the telephone communication system comprises a 
switching center and wherein the apparatus is 
disposed in a location call filtering center that is 
coupled to the switching center 

3<3. The apparatus defined in claim 25, further 
comprising a geographical mobile location center 
coupled^ tOs<£hji processor, wherein the geographical 
mobile ^caMon center determines the geographical 
location of tne primary communication device and 
delivers the geographical location to the processor. 

34. The apparatus defin^tf in claim 25, wherein 
the processor and the memory are^disposed in a 
communication device . 
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35. The apparatus Idef ined in claim 34, further 
comprising a geographical location determining 
apparatus disposed in the\ communication device, 
wherein the geographical Ibcation determining 
apparatus determines the Ideation of the primary 
communication device. \ 

36. The apparatus as defined in claim 25, 
wherein the primary communication device is selected 
from the group consisting of a\ telephone, and a 
paging device . \ 

37. The apparatus as defined in claim 25, 
wherein the target communication! device is selected 
from a group consisting of a paging device and a 
voicemail program. I 

38. The apparatus as defined in claim 25, 
wherein the data entered comprises\a set of 
preferences, and further wherein tlie processor uses 
the set of preferences in conjunction with the 
geographical location of the primary! communication 
device to identify the target communication device. 
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39. A method for Processing a communication 
signal, wherein the communication signal is 
processed by performing atay of a plurality of 
operations on the communication signal, the method 
comprising the steps of : \ 

a) receiving information regarding the 
availability of a geographical location of a primary 
communication device, whereih the information 
indicates whether the geographical location is 
available; and \ 

b) if the information indicates that the 
geographical location is availkble, then identifying 
one or more of the operations to be performed on the 
communication signal based on tihe geographical 
location of the primary communication device; and 

c) if the information! indicates that the 
geographical location is not available, then 
identifying one or more of the operations to be 
performed on the communication signal based on the 
information that the geographical! location is not 
available. \ 

40. The method as defined in\ claim 39, wherein 
the communication signal comprises \a telephone 
signal . \ 



41. The method as defined in claim 39, wherein 
the at least one of the plurality of operations 
comprises forwarding the communication signal to one 
of a plurality of candidate communication devices. 

V 




-41- 



PATENT 
29250/CM03931H-Cox 



42. The method as defined in claim 41, wherein 
at least one of the candidate communication devices 
comprises a telephone and wherein the primary 
communication device comprises a telephone. 



43. The method of claiVn 39, further comprising 
the step of querying a geographical location 
determining apparatus that determines the 
geographical location of the primary communication 
device, wherein the step of qujerying is performed 
before step a) . \ 

44. The method of claim 39, wherein the steps 
15 b) and c) further comprise the step of accessing a 

memory in which data is stored, therein the data 
includes a list of geographical regions and further 
includes a list of candidate operations, wherein 
each of the geographical regions ate associated with 

20 one of the candidate operations, arid wherein the 
geographical region in which the primary 
communication device is located is determined, and 
further wherein the operation to be performed on the 
communication signal is identified as the candidate 

25 operation associated with the geographical region in 
which the primary communication device is located. 
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45. The method of fclaim 39, wherein the 
communication signal comprises information that 
identifies a subscriber and wherein the method 
further comprises a step Af determining whether the 
subscriber identified in the communication signal is 
authorized, such that if thfe subscriber is 
authorized, then the steps o| a), b) and c) are 
performed, and if the subscriber is not authorized, 
then the steps of a) , b) and a) are not performed. 

46. The method of claim 3 9, further comprising 
a step d) of providing the identity of the operation 
to be performed to a communication system so that 
the communication system may perform the identified 
operation on the communication signal, wherein the 
step d) is performed after the sttep c),. 

47. The method of claim 39, Ifurther comprising 
the steps of 1) querying a geographical location 
determining apparatus that determines the 
availability of the geographical lodation of the 
primary communication device, and 2)\if the 
geographical location is available, tVien determining 
the geographical location of the primary 
communication device wherein the stepslof 1) and 2) 
are performed before the steps of a) , A and c) . 

48. The method of claim 47, where;. n the steps 
of 1) and a) and b) and c) are performed by a 
processor disposed in a communication ddvice that 
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communicates with a communication system and wherein 
the step 2) is performed by a processor that is 
disposed in a geographical mobile location center 
that is coupled to the communication system. 

49. The method of claim 47, wherein the steps 
of 1) and a) and b) and c)\are performed by a 
processor that is disposed tin a location call 
filtering' center that is coupled to a communication 
system, and wherein the step\2) is performed by a 
processor disposed in a communication device that 
communicates with the communication system. 



